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Good morning. This week, the White
House Office of Faith-Based and Commu-
nity Initiatives held a conference to highlight
the work being done by our Nation’s armies
of compassion, with help from the Federal
Government. This conference demonstrated
the remarkable difference these groups have
made over the past 8§ years.

When 1 first came to office, I was troubled
to see many of our citizens’ greatest needs
going unmet. Too many addicts walked the
rough road to recovery alone. Too many pris-
oners had the desire for reform but no one
to show them the way. Across our country,
the hungry, homeless, and sick begged for
deliverance, and too many heard only silence
in reply.

The tragedy was that there were good men
and women across America who had the de-
sire to help but not the resources. Because
many of them worked with small charities,
they were overlooked by Washington as po-
tential partners in service. And because many
of them belonged to faith-based organiza-
tions, they were often barred from receiving
support from the Federal Government.

So I set about to change this with a new
approach called compassionate conservatism.
This approach was compassionate, because
it was rooted in a timeless truth: That we
ought to love our neighbors as we’d like to
be loved ourselves. And this approach was
conservative, because it recognized the limits
of government; that bureaucracies can put
money in people’s hands, but they cannot put
hope in people’s hearts.

Putting hope in people’s hearts is the mis-
sion of our Nation’s faith-based and commu-
nity groups, so my administration decided to
treat them as trusted partners. We held these
groups to high standards and insisted on de-
monstrable results. And they have delivered
on those expectations.

Through their partnerships with the Gov-
ernment, these organizations have helped re-
duce the number of chronically homeless by
nearly 12 percent, getting more than 20,000
Americans off the streets. They have helped
match nearly 90,000 children of prisoners
with adult mentors. And they have helped
provide services such as job placement for
thousands of former inmates.

Faith-based and community groups have
also had a powerful impact overseas. In Afri-
ca, they have participated in our malaria ini-
tiative. In just over 2 years, this effort has
reached more than 25 million people. And
according to new data, malaria rates are
dropping dramatically in many parts of that
continent.

These groups have also been a vital part
of the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.
When we launched this program in 2003,
about 50,000 people in sub-Sahara Africa
were receiving antiretroviral treatment for
HIV/AIDS. Today, that number is nearly 1.7
million.

Behind each of these statistics, there are
stories of people whose lives have been
changed by the kindness of faith-based and
community organizations. One such person
is Ramie Siler.

Ramie was once lost to substance abuse,
recidivism, and depression. Even when she
tried to get clean for her daughter’s high
school graduation, Ramie couldn’t break free
from her addiction. Then she found a faith-
based group called the Next Door. At the
Next Door, Ramie met people who stood by
her throughout her difficult recovery. They
gave her a second chance to become a pro-
ductive citizen and good mother.

Today, Ramie is reunited with her daugh-
ter. She now helps other women as the Next
Door case manager. When Ramie describes
her turnaround, she uses the words of Saint
Paul: “Old things have passed away; behold,
all things are becoming new.”
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I'm grateful to every American who works
to create this spirit of hope. Because of you,
our Nation has made great strides toward ful-
filling the noble goals that gave rise to the
Faith-Based and Community Initiative. And
because of you, I'm confident that the
progress we have made over the past 8 years
will continue. Because of you, countless souls
have been touched and lives have been
healed.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
June 27 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on June 28. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
June 27 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Situation in
Zimbabwe

June 28, 2008

On Friday, the Mugabe regime held a
sham election that ignored the will of the
people of Zimbabwe. The international com-
munity has condemned the Mugabe regime’s
ruthless campaign of politically motivated vi-
olence and intimidation with a strong and
unified voice that makes clear that yester-
day’s election was in no way free and fair.
Any legitimate Government of Zimbabwe
must represent the interests of all its citizens
and the outcome of the March 29 elections.

Given the Mugabe regime’s blatant dis-
regard for the Zimbabwean people’s demo-
cratic will and human rights, I am instructing
the Secretaries of State and Treasury to de-
velop sanctions against this illegitimate Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe and those who sup-
port it. We will press for strong action by
the United Nations, including an arms em-
bargo on Zimbabwe and travel ban on regime
officials. We will continue to work closely
with the African Union, Southern African
Development Community, and other world
leaders to resolve this crisis.

The United States stands ready to support
a legitimate government through a robust
package of development assistance, debt re-
lief, and normalization with international fi-
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nancial institutions. In the meantime, we will
continue to support the people of Zimbabwe
by providing food assistance to more than 1
million people and AIDS treatment to more
than 40,000 people.

NOTE: The statement referred to President Rob-
ert Mugabe of Zimbabwe.

Remarks on Signing the
Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2008

June 30, 2008

Good morning. A few moments ago, I
signed legislation that funds our troops who
are in harm’s way. Our Nation has no greater
responsibility than supporting our men and
women in uniform, especially since we're at
war. This is a responsibility all of us in Wash-
ington share, not as Republicans or Demo-
crats, but as Americans. And I want to thank
leaders of the House and Senate for getting
this bill to my office.

America remains a nation at war. There
are enemies who intend to harm us. Standing
in their way are brave men and women who
put on the uniform, who raised their right
hand and took an oath to defend our free-
dom. They volunteered to deploy in distant
lands, far from their families, far from their
homes, and far from comfort of America.
And every day, they risk their lives to defeat
our adversaries and to keep our country safe.

We owe these brave Americans our grati-
tude; we owe them our unflinching support.
And the best way to demonstrate that sup-
port is to give them the resources they need
to do their jobs and to prevail. The bill I
signed today does exactly that. It provides
necessary funds to support our troops as they
conduct military operations in Iraq, in Af-
ghanistan, and in other theaters in the war
on terror.

I appreciate that Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress agreed to provide these
vital funds without tying the hands of our
commanders and without an artificial time-
table of withdrawal from Iraq. Our troops
have driven the terrorists and extremists
from many strongholds in Iraq. Today, vio-
lence is at the lowest level since March of
2004. As a result of this progress—some of



